Suring station sets Feb. 1 s 


Another TV station plans to hit the air- 
waves in this area Feb. 1. 

»~ That's right, ANOTHER TV station — 

seven for the market. 

„It's WSCO, UHF Channel 14. It will 

transmit from Suring. 

„n The call letters stand for “We're Shar- 

ing Christ with Others.” Naturally, this 

means the station will have a religious ori- 

entation. But preaching won't make up its 

entire schedule. 

' WSCO plans to operate at 200,000 

watts. Program coordinator Gordon Mor- 
iş says the station's Grade A signal will go 

abut 35 miles — covering most of Green 

, at optimum. 

The station's antenna — installed this 
week — is on the 500-foot tower of 
WRVM-FM, a Christian radio station, 
..WSCO is owned hy Northeastern 
Wisconsin Christian Television, Inc., a 
non-profit corporation. Tom Cook is oper- 
ations manager, and Don Stenz is station 
manager. 

The station is a commercial indepen- 
dent, though Morris says it expects to rely 
on donations, too. . 

Tentative plans call for WSCO to oper- 
ate from 4-10 p.m. Monday through Fri- 
day and from 8 a.m.-noon and 6-10 p.m. on 
weekends. 

Morris says most of the planned 
programs are not currently showing in this 
area. “The idea is not to duplicate the pro- 
gramming on any other station,” he says. 


There will be some church service or 
evangelist programs, but most will fall into 
other categories. Here are samples: 

“Focus on the Family,” with psycholo- 
gist James Dobson discussing family prob- 
lems before a studio audience. 

“Action Sixties,” a variety show for 
senior citizens featuring music, guest inter- 
views and audience participation. 

“Blackwood Brothers,” with music by 
the gospel quartet. 

“K.C.Y.F.C. Rally,” a 90-minute youth 
rally from Kansas City with music, skits 
and guest speakers. 

“Something Beautiful,” a program for 
women covering cooking, fashions, makeup 
and guests discussing a variety of topics. 

Children’s programs include “Kid's 
Jamboree,” “Joy Junction,” “Treehouse 
Club” and “That’s Inkidable.” 

The station also plans an effort in news. 
Morris says at first this will be handled 
through newsbreaks. Sometime in the fu- 
ture, he says, the station airhs to develop a 
news block of local, national and interna- 
tional news, plus agricultural information. 


WSCO is the first Christian-format sta- 
tion in the area, and the National Reli- 
gious Broadcasters list 79 others around 
the country. 

Obviously, WSCO is something differ- 
ent in over-the-air TV here. While it’s not 
likely to gobble up massive chunks of audi- 
ence from existing stations, its program- 
ming is likely to develop a faithful (ahem) 
following. 

That 200,000 watts is also different. It’s 
smallish compared with the present and 
the planned Channel 32 out of Appleton 
(also due Feb. 1). Reception will be good 
around Suring but probably iffy in the im- 
mediate Green Bay area. 

However, WSCO has plans to upgrade 
its signal in the future. 

Will the Brown County cable systems 
carry WSCO? Good question. They're obli- 
gated only if Suring is 35 miles from them 
as the crow flies — and that's a close call. 
They aren't eager to add it because they're 
about out of available channels, and they 
already have religious channels. 

© Cerebral palsy telethons — we get 
two here. 

Each is sincere in its efforts. Each is 
sensitive about its public image because of 
competition and confusion factors. 

The “Weekend With the Stars Tel- 
ethon” for United Cerebral Palsy runs for 
21 hours beginning today at 10: 30 p.m. 
It’s on Channel 11. 

This telethon is mostly a national tele- 
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cast hosted by John Ritter, Henry Win- 
kler, Joyce DeWitt, Robert Guillaume, 
Dennis James and Paul Anka. Inserted are 
segments broadcast from the Paper Valley 
Hotel in Appleton. 


In a statement, Donna Gaspar of 
United Cerebral Palsy of Wisconsin, Inc., 
says, “Seventy-five percent of the funds 
raised will remain in Wisconsin to benefit 
the 17,000 citizens affected by this condi- 
tion in our own communities. In addition, 
because we are a national organization, 25 
percent of the proceeds will be allocated to 
fund ongoing research nationwide.” 

This is the sixth year for the national 
telethon. 


Meanwhile, the 30th “Local Cerebral 
Palsy Telethon” is scheduled March 3 and 
4 on Channel 2. It raises funds for the in- 
dependent Cerebral Palsy, Inc. 

Celebrities taking part in the telecast 
from the WBAY Auditorium are yet to be 
named. 

Co-chairmen Thomas Laatsch and 
Steve Kmiec say in a statement that “all 
donations are used totally for services and 
programs in local Wisconsin communities.” 

Edward Conners, executive director, 
emphasized the organization's infant ther- 
apy program. “Therapy services have been 
extended to over 100 hours per week, and 
we must raise the funds necessary for this 
vital program and other center services,” 
he said. 


